FRANCE AND  MODENA
Queen's illness, saying that Louis XIV has ordered his own   1703 physicians to take the greatest care of her.
". . . At first Her Majesty concealed it, thinking it of no moment. It began four years ago as a minute swelling in the breast, and only by the express wish of the late King did she consent to consult her physician and her surgeon, who augured badly of it, although at that time she felt no pain. . . . On her return from Fontaine-bleau fresh consultations were held, and as there is an excellent doctor at the Court of Lorraine, who practised several years in Paris, and is most experienced in this kind of malady, having cured several ladies, I wrote to have his opinion.
He proposed two remedies, the one extirpation and eradication by the knife, and the other reduction and absorption by general treatment, saying he has practised both with good results. The Queen, although with her usual intrepidity and resignation she speaks of her illness almost with indifference, is ready to submit to any treatment; nevertheless on account of her extreme thinness, an operation has not been judged advisable, and the other course has been adopted, concerning which further instructions are expected from Lorraine, If I had known the true state of the Queen regarding this tumour, I should not have failed to inform Your Serene Highness . . . but I knew none of the details until after her return from Fontainebleau, when Her Majesty deigned to inform me of them herself, and gave me directions to impart them to Your Serene Highness. . ."
" 21 December 1703.
"... The Queen is pierced to the heart by the misfortunes ot Your Serene Highness, which she fears will become still more pitiful with the fresh cause of offence given by your Minister at Vienna ; Her Majesty did not hesitate to speak to whomsoever she could, to see if it was possible to insinuate the truth according to Your Serene Highness's ingenuous statements . . . but having reflected that if the Minister had taken such a step without instructions, he would immediately have been disavowed and punished, nothing will avail against the resentment here, not only on this subject, but upon every other event connected with Your Serene Highness since the beginning of the war.
The Queen's grief is inexpressible, and I could have wished to be spared the necessity of acquainting you with her views, but Her Majesty charged me expressly to attest . , . the impossibility in
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